THHIDDENS WARINMALIA

CIVILIAN CASUATIR@3 AIR STRIKESVMER SHABELLE

AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL



Amnesty International is a global movement of more
than 7 million people who campaign for a world
where human rights are enjoyed by all.

Our vision is for gveerson to enjoy all the rights
enshrined in the Universal Declaration of HumandRights
other international human rights standards.

We are independent of any government, political
Ideology, economic interest or religion and are funded
mainy by our membership and public donations.

<@
© Amnesty International 2019

Except where otherwise noted, content in this document is licensed under a Creative Cover photBhe streets are seen through the windshield of an armored personnel ca
(attribution’ naommercial, no derivatives, international 4,0) licence. rodine AMISOM patrol in the recently reclaimed town of Qoryooley, Lower Shabelle
https://creativecommons.org/licensasdy.0/legalcode 2014 0©

For more information please visit the permissions page omewtavehsis.org

Wher material is attributed to a copyright owner other than Amnesty International this

material is not subject to the Creative Commons licence.

First published2019

by Amnesty International Ltd

Peter Benenson House, 1 Easton Street

London WC1X 0DW, UK

Index: AFR 52/9952/2019
Original lguage: English AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL
amnesty.org


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
http://www.amnesty.org/

CONTENTS

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
2. METHODOLOGY

3. BACKGROUND

3.1 BACKGROWNEOMALIA

3.2 AHISTORY CH{TINN SOMALIA
3.3 AISHABAAB

3.4 INRNATIONAL RESHOSER{19)

4. THE US MILITARDOMALIA
4.1 MILITARY AGTAWD POLICY CHANGER THE TRUMASTRAON
4.2 TRANSPAREN@CENDNTABILITY

5. CASES OF CIMIIABNALTIES

5.1 FARAH WAEYIESHENT, 16 OCTOBER 2
5.2 DARUSALAANDMEZMBER 2017

5.3 ILLIMEY, 6 DBERN017

5.4 GOBANLE, 2 ALRBWUS

5.5 BALABRARHMAPECEMBER 2018

6. AIR STRIKES MMEB UNDERERNATIONAL LAW
6.1 ALLEGED VIOIADIHL DURIRMRIBT RIKES
6.2 OBLIGATIONVESTINGATE AND RRESEC

7. CONCLUSION

8. RECOMMENDATIONS

THHEIDDBENS WAR IN SOMALIA
CIVILIAN CASUAIRTR% AIR STRIKESVER SHABELLE

Amnesty International

10

13
13
15
16
18

20
25
27

35
36
40
47
53
55

59
64
64

66

68



Map of Somalia

SOMALILAND

" N

Sunkilk PUNTLAND

GALMUDUG

B National capital
® Regional capital

o Town,vill
HIRAAN AND IV 2R

Regional boundary
MIDDLE SHABELLE m# Disputed areas

; ; Interim regional
=] Mogadishu Ll .
Qoryoley™>* 1, i administrative boundary

River
_~ Main road

% —_—
Lower Juba 0 375km
SKismayp  LUWER SIABELLE

JUBALAND

Map otheLower Shabelégion

*] :
Mogadishu

National capital
Regional capital
Town, village
= Location of air strike
River
" Main road

oe @

0 70km

THHEIDDBENS WAR IN SOMALIA
CIVILIAN CASUAIRTR% AIR STRIKESVER SHABELLE

Amnesty International



GLOSSARY

WORD

USA/US

IHL

NIAC

HVT

AMISOM

DOD

AFRICOM

NGO

TFG

ICU

IED

VBIED

UN

AU

AP

ICRC

AUMF

UAV

AAH

CLT

SOCOM

SIGINT

DESCRIPTION

The United States of America
International Humaritarian Law
Non-International Armed Conflict

High Value Target

African Union Mission in Somalia

US Department of Defense

United States Africa Command
Non-Govermmental Organization
Transitional Federal Government
Islamic Courts Union

Improvised Explosive Device
VehicleBorne Improvised Eplosive Device
United Nations

African Union

Additional Protocol

International Committeeof the Red Cross
Authorization for Use of Military Force
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle

Area of Active Hostilities

Common Launch Tube

US Special Operations Command

Signals Intelligence
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMAR

®The noise tife plaa wasoudethan beforeThe weeks before it used to come ai
leave, only that night it was not leaving. It was coming and coming and comi
mnhrd Zne " m ~hqgrsghjd\ g oodmdc d
watchontre™ gl s ~kk- H vdms t fmlesedhres yur
men were not expecting to be killed by a plane, and we did not expect the w
rhkdms-

Liban, a farmer from Darusalaam village, Lower Shabelle.

Since April 2017, theUnited States of America (USA) has dramatically increased the number of air strikes
from manned aircraft and unmanned dronest it has launched in Somalia, tripling thennual rate of attacks
and, in 2018, outpadng US strikes i Libya and Yemen combinedDespitethis escalation the US
government claims that it has not killed any civilians in Somalia during this period. In this report, Amnesty
International provides credible evidence to the contrary. The report investigates five incidentsower
Shabelle, Somalia in which 14 civilians were killed anceightinjured. It provides credible evidence that US
air strikes were responsible for four of these incidents and that the fifth was most plausibly caused by a US
air strike. In the incidents presented in tis report, civilians were killed and injured in attacks that may have
violated international humanitarian law (IHL) and could, in some cases, constitute war crimége
seriousness of the allegations underscores the need for the N&nd Somaliato conduct urgent and
transparent investigations.

The conflict in Somalia between Somali government forces and @habaab, an armedgroup which controls

significant territoryin the country, is a norrinternational armed conflict (NIAC) under international law.

Amnesgy Internationalconsidersthe USAto be a party to this NIAC Sinceat least2016 it has claimed that

its military operations are conducted at the request of th@overnment of Somaliaunder the right of

collective selfdefense. However,when asked by Ammsty International, US Africa Command AFRICON)

refused to confirm or deny whether the US is at war in Somalighis refusal is consistent withestimony

given byGeneralThomas D.Waldhauser, the commander of AFRICOMo Congress in March 2018, when

he was asked if the USA was at war in Somali@nd respondedr H®v nt kcm&s bg q bsdghyd sg s
rodbhehb> kkx cdrhfmdc eng tr mns sn nvm sg  s-

In 2011, the USA launched its first drone strike in Somalia against Ahabaah which controls large swthes
of south-central Somalia, including of the Lower Shabelle region which surrounds the capital, Mogadishu.
Between 2011 and March 2017, air strikes were infrequent. American airpower was originally used only to
s  qfds ®ghfg u’ kt d ms =g ddlethe dumi@dtrRien atyued posed anhreat to the
USA) and were justified initially as part for the global war on-@&ida and associated forcesand then,
beginningin 2016, to support operations by the African Union Mission in Somal{AMISOM) a United
Nations (UN)and African Union-authorized peace enforcement force based in the countrin March 2017,

THHEIDDBENS WAR IN SOMALIA
CIVILIAN CASUAIRTR% AIR STRIKESVER SHABELLE

Amnesty International 6



President Donald Trumpssueda directivec dr hf m> shmf o > gqsr ne Rnl "(KAH), " m ® qd°
after which the number d reported air strikes increased dramatically.

The directive has not been made public, but reports indicate it weakened the protections afforded to civilians

in Somalia, increasing the likelihood of their death or injury in US military operatioRseviously, under the

1/ 02 -0gdrhcdmsh™ k Onkihlsx akthhgdmbadgd' @O0EQ+ shogibggnbdctqd
sdggnghrs s> qgfdsr ntsrhcd sgd Tmhsdc Rs > sdr "mc ~gd’ r ne
Somalia until theAAH directive+ enqg " m ~hq rsqghjd sn ad “oognudc hm Rnl "k
bdgs hmsx +t®gmshocdmsse qdad sGUS n g Hwasgpeesent andcivikahsk s dggnghr s s
would not be killed or injured. Now, the content of theirective supersedes the PPG and reportedly gives US

forces the greatest latitude to carry out strikes as is allowable under theAJSinterpretation of IHL. As a

result, those planning or deciding an attack are, accordingtotheWSr nvm rs >  mc gct+ odqgl hssdc
"mxnmd vgn sgdx “gd =-gd rnm akx bdqgs -damarmddgropn gl S kkx ngq
regardless of whether he or she is directly participating in hostilities. Civilian fatalities and injuries are now

permissible if they are lawful uder IHL.

Moreover,in a meeting with Amnesty Internationaketired Brigadier General Donald Bolduc, who served as
Commander, Special Operations Command Africa, from April 2015 until June 2Q15Ut did not overseeany
of the five incidents detailed in this report, said thatsince the issuance of theAAH directive individuals are
now considered to be lawfully targetable based solawy four criteria: age, gender, location, and
geographi@l proximity to AtfShabaab.According toGeneralBolduc, all military-aged males observed with
known AlShabaab members, inside specific areas areas in which the USmilitary has deemed the
population to be supporting or sympathetito AShabaab+ are now considered legitimate military targetén
gdokx sn °~ qgdptdrs enq "~ m neehbNFRCOYystatedthan® AF nm Fdmdqgq k-r
Buldoc's [sic] purported articulation of targeting standards does not accurately reflect the targeting
standards of AFRICOM ofDepartment of Defense] However, if General Bolduc is accurate in how the
policy is practically appliedduring operations, then USorcesappear to be acting in violation ofHL, as well
ass g d AawR laws and policies regarding who is lawfully targetable during conflicts.

Despite this broadening of the strike mandate, a weakeningd @vilian protections, and a significant uptick in
air strikes, theDepartment of DefenseDoD), in a June 2018 report to the US Congress, stated that its
military operationst including air strikes+ in Somalia in 2017 had resulted in zero civilians kil or injured.
A series of AFRICOMpress releases, anda responsefrom a DoD spokesperson to a specific request from
Amnesty International inMarch 2019 asserted the same abous g d  T2BR1@military operations.

This report investigates US strikesarried out in the Lower Shabelle region of Somalia. According The
Bureau of Investigative Journalism, a mediarganizationwhich tracks and compiles strike data, the US
military conductedat least 5 air strikes in Lower Shabelle between April 2017 and December 2018.

Security concerns and access restrictions prevented Amnesty International from conductingsite

hmudrshf > shnmr "mc rdudgdkx khl hsdc sgd ngf mhy shnm-r
evidence. All interviews took place iperson or ove encrypted voice calls placed from phones located

outside Al-Shabaabheld territory.

Despite the difficulties, Amnesty Internationainterviewed65 witnesses and survivors of fivalleged US air
strikes carried out during this periodAmnesty Interrational interviewed a further 7Avitnesses and survivors
of other alleged US air strikes in Somalia which are néétailedin this report. In addition to this firsthand
testimony, he report draws on several types of evidence, including analysis of satellitegery and data,
photographic material, interviews witlgovernment officialsmedical personneland other experts, ad an
open-source investigatiorincluding analysis of traditional and social media, academic articles, and reports
from NGOs and internatioal bodies.

While AtShabaab controls the areas of Lower Shabelle where the attaakghis reporttook place, and
members of AtShabaab were present in relatively large numbers in parts of Lower Shabelle that were
attacked, in some cases the rural areasmal villages attacked had nevident AtShabaabpresence at the
time of the attack.
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The five incidents investigated in this reporfall into two categoriesThe first category includes twancidents

in which the US militaryappears to havetargeted suspeced Al-Shabaabmembers riding invehicles, killing
civilians near the targeted vehicleOn 16 October 2017, a US armed drone targeted a suspected-Shabaab
vehicle travelling between the towns of Awdheegle and Barire. The fiotwo strikes missed the aparent
target, killingtwo civilians, andinjuring five civilians,including two children who were residingn the Farah
Waeys settlemennext to the road at the time of the attackThe second strike destroyed the vehicle and
killed the suspected AlShabaab fightersinside. On 6 December 217, five civilians including two children
were killed whena truck carrying suspectedAl-Shabaab fightersexplodedin the isolated hamlet ofllimey.
The explosioninjured a further two civilians, including a 18-month-old girl. All those in the vehicle were also
killed. Based on the evidence presented in this report, Amnesty International believes that the explosion was
most plausibly caused by a US air strikdn thesetwo incidents, it appears that USforceshad ample
opportunity toavoid civilian deathsand injuries, by taking feasible precautions, as required by IHlincluding
by carrying out the attackbeforethe vehicleentered, or drove by, the civilian areas.

The second category includes threacidents in which civilians were killed apparentleither after being
mistakenly identified as AlShabaabfighters or another lawful military objective or incidentally in a strike
against a lawful military objectiveThe misidentificationappears to haveoccurred either becausethe target
was wrongly identified as a specific individual or individuats because thetargetwas wronglytargeted by a
®r hf m® sdt g dv grdsqgdh js g d  ushubksowh by S forees, busthes actiomsas viewed from
the air, were perceived tofit a suspicious pattern of behaviourOn 12 November 2017, three civilian farmers
were killed by a US air strike outside the village Bfarusalaam as theycamped outon the edge of a road
They had beenirrigating their farm late into the nighta practice that is common at night in the regionwhere
farmers rely on floodrrigation from the nearby Shabelle riveTheywere armed with nothing more than their
farming tools.On 2 August 2018, a US drone strike killed three civilians, including two weliggers and an
employeefrom Hormuud Telecommunications Company, as they drove a vehicle in a ruaaéa near
Gobanle village. Also in the vehicle was a suspected-®thabaabmember, who was also killedand whose
presencemay haveled US forces to wrongly conclde that the civilians in the vehicle were also Ahabaab.
In the most recent attack documented by Amnesty International, in thearly hours of 9 December 2018, US
forces conducted an air strike near the village of Balad&ahma Onecivilian farmerwas kiled and another
injured as they irrigated their farmlIn thesethree instances, civilians who were not directly participating in
hostilitieseither appear to have been misidentified and thetargeted and killedor killed incidentally These
attacks either targeted civilians, or thosetho planned the attack failed to take adequate measures to verify
that the objectives were not civilian in nature, or those who carried out the attack failed to cancel or suspend
the attack when it became apparent thait waswrongly-directed or that the dtack may be disproportionate.
As a result, the attacks appear to violate the principle of distinctiam proportionality

US military operations are shrouded in secrecy. Although AFRICOM proactively issues press releases on

some air strikes, others are only publicly acknoediged after AFRICOM receives i@quest for information on

specific strikes. If no one asks questions, strikes may remain undisclosed, meaning the actual number of

strikes conducted in Somalia is likely higher than current numbers suggest. Furthermore, ABRN L - r

reports often leave out crucial details, including information about the location atite intended targets,

Il " jhmf hs cheehbtks sn “rrdrr ° rsqhjd-r bnlokh  mbd vhsg

On 15 February 2019 Amnesty Internationarequested an official esponsefrom the USAto allegationsin

this report. On 12 March 2019, AFRICOM confirmed that US forcebad conducted air strikes corresponding

to the dates and locationf four of the incidents in this report. With respect to the allegations of civilian

crt kshdr hm d bg ne sgdrd hmbhcdmsr+ @EQHBNL rs sdc sgd
hmsdkkhfdmbd sg s b mmns ad c¢hr bk nurirdregaréitdeinCidentid ne nodq  sh
the hamlet of lllimey on 6 December 2017, BRICOMstatedthath s chc¢ mns | " sbg ®@EQHBNL qgdt
gdf "gcr sn shldr+ ¢ sdr+ "mc knb shnmr ne kdsg k rsqghjdr

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k-r gdrd gbg onhmsr sn °~ e hktgd ax
investigate allegations of civilian caslt#s resulting fromUS operations in Somalia. A lack of transparency

characterizesall aspects of US air strikes in Somalia, includinipe process employed by AFRICOM to assess

the credibility ofallegations of civilian casualties, and, when an allegatimdeemed credible, how this is
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then investigated.On 12 March 2019, AFRICOM provided Amnesty International with a description of its
procedure for reviewing civilian casualty allegations. The descriptidoes not provideinformation aboutthe
practical goplication of the guidance however, including on how it was applied to the incidents in this report,
and does not contain clear criteria for assessing credibility of allegatiofsirthermore, the USand Somali
governmentsdo not have adequate accountabilitmechanisns in place in Somalia forreporting and
responding toallegations ofcivilian casualties, including an accessible means for survivors and families of
victims to selfreport their losses.

A failure to investigate adequately denies individuals drfiamilies the right to justice, accountability and
reparation, including compensation and guarantees of nemepetition

In this context, Amnesty International is calling on th&overnmentof the USAto:

1 Conduct thorough transparent,independent and impatial investigations into all credible allegations
of civilian casualties ofir strikes and other military operations in Somalia, including those
documented in this report Where there is sufficient admissible evidence of crimes, bring suspected
perpetrabrs to justice in fair trials without recourse to the death penalty;

1 Acknowledge civilian casualties caused by US attacks and offer compensation and explanation to
survivors and families of civilians killed in US strikes regardless of whether the casealtvere
caused by a lawful attack;

1 Provide victims of violations of international humanitarian ldwy US forces and their families with
access to justiceand to full reparation, including restitution, compensation, rehabilitation, satisfaction
and guarantees of nofrepetitionfrom the US government

1 Implement an effective mechanism to ensura safe and accessiblaneansfor families and
communities toself-report civilian casualtiesarising from US air strikes and other military operations;

1 Ensure the planning and exeution of attacks fully resped international humanitarian law, including
ax qduhdvhmf hsr bghsdgh”® enqg r dkdbsbhnnfa ss "gnisds+ + hsr
ogq bshbdr rtbg “r ®rhfm stqgd r sqgh paderciviliansarelreingg gds gdqgq ~ k
taken.

Amnesty International is also calling on th€overnment of Somalia to

1  Conduct its ownthorough, transparentindependentand impartialinvestigations into allegations of
civilian casualties resulting from USiir strikes;

1  Seek reparations from the US government for survivors and families of victiofsUS air strikes;

1 Implement an effective mechanism to ensura safe and accessibleneansfor families and
communities toself-report civilian casualtiesarising from US air strike and other military
operations.

THHEIDDBENS WAR IN SOMALIA
CIVILIAN CASUAIRTR% AIR STRIKESVER SHABELLE

Amnesty International 9



2.METHODOLOGY

This reportinvestigatesfive incidents in Lower Shabelle, Somalidbetween April 2017 and December 2018
where civilians allegedlyverekilled by US air strikes.The reportdraws on significanffirst-hand tegimony
from witnesses and survivorfrom each of the five strikes. The report alsdraws on severabther types of
evidenceincluding analysis of satellite imagery and data, photographic material, interviews witkdical
personnel and otherexperts, and anopen-source investigatiorincluding an analysis of traditional and social
media, academic articles, and reports from NGOs and international bodies.

The research for this report took place in an environment that was extraordinarily hostile to human gght
research. Security concerns and access restrictions prevented Amnesty International from conducting on

rhsd hmudrshf > shnmr "mc rdudgdkx khl hsdc sgd nqgf°

evidence.

The strikes all took place irareas controlled byAl-Shabaah Al-Shabaabseverely restricts nationadnd
international human rightsinvestigatorsand journalists operatingn areas under its control, and civilians
living in its territory are forbidden from speaking freely with investigrs andjournalists. Moreover, the group
monitors and restricts the movements of civilians, especially in and out of its territofy-Shabaab bans all
smartphones that have the capability to take photographs, record audio, or access the interinedreas

under their control! According to people from AfShabaab territory interviewed for this report, the penalty for
violating these rules can besevere and even fatal, especially in cases where-8habaab believes the
individual to be spying.

Given the lak of access and the serious risks facing civilians who attempt to share information, researchers
investigatingthe impact of the conflict on the populatiorin Al-Shabaabcontrolled territoryface numerous
impediments. To overcome access restrictions and tminimize the risks to Amnesty International staff
interviewees and their communities, the research for this report was conducted from governmeantrolled
areas inperson in Somalia and remotely, from outside of Somalia.

In addition to the risks associted with Al-Shabaalhy mobile communicatiors within and from Al-Shabaab
territories are reportedly monitored by the US and Somali governmeftsmformation from these
communications can be used to direct attacks insidél-Shabaabterritory. To reduce the kelihood of being
monitored byAl-Shabaabor by the US and Somali governments, all interviews took placeparson or over
encrypted voice calls from phones outside d&l-Shabaabterritory.

Many interviewees were afraid of reprisals from-8habaab or theSomali government if they were identified
as having spoken to Amnesty International. As a result, information that could identify interviewees, or
members of their communities, as having spoken with Amnesty International has been removed from the
report but remain on file with Amnesty InternationalThis includes age gender, occupation, and relationship
to the victims and survivorsThe names of all victims in the report are reaRseudonyms have been used in

1 Amnesty International irperson and telephone interviews, dates and locations withheld for security reasons.

2 Congressional Research Servicdhe September 2013 Terrorist Attack in Kenya:

In Brief, 14 November 2013, https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R43245.pdénd; The Drive,The U.S. Army's Newest Spy Plane Is
in Action in Africa and Latin America20 March 2017, http://www.thedrive.com/thewar-zone/8443/the u-s-armys-newest
spy-plane-is-in-action-in-africa-and-latin-america
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all caseswhen quoting people who were intereived Specific dates and locations of interviews have also
been withheld for security reasons.

The investigation was carried out by four Amnesty International researchers, along with staff experts in

remote sensing andphotographic and video verification, mc | dl adqgr ne @ mdr sx Hmsdgm' sh
Verification Corps. Amnesty International also hiredhdividualsliving in Somalia withextensive network of

contactsto locate survivors and witnesses and gather information about spectic strikes. For a strike to be

included in the report, testimonial evidence had to be deemed sufficient and credible by Amnesty

Internationalresearchersand needed to becorroborated by testimony from individual&entified by at least

two independent entry points intdhe strike-affected population

In instances where significant testimonial information obtained from an individual could not be corroborated,

the entire testimony was excluded from the report and did not form any part of the factual basis for any of

therdongs-r bnmbktrhnmr- @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm> k qdrd > gbgdqgr
knowingly and wilfully provided false information. Their testimonies, along wélother testimoniesfrom

intervieweesbrought from the same sourcs, even if the underlying ifiormation appeared reliablewere

likewise excluded from the report.

Between August2018 and February2019, Amnegy Internationalinterviewed65 survivorsand witnesses of
the five incidentsdocumented in this report Amnesty Interrational interviewed a futher 77 survivorsand
witnessesof a further 15 allegedUS air strikes in Somalia which are natetailedin this report Amnesty
International also interviewedtaff from international organizationsmembers of the US militaryand US State
Department Somali government officialsjournalists, humanitarian workers, and local human rights
monitors.

Amnesty International interviewed survivors and witnesses individually. Interviews generally lasted between
30 minutes and two hours Interviews with surviers and witnesses wergonducted in Somaliand Garre
languages, often with interpretation from Somaldr Garre language to English

Potential interviewees were informed about the nature and purpose of the researak well as how the
informationthey provided would be usedbefore decidingto meet with Amnesty International researchers.
This information wasshared again by Amnesty International researehs before the start of each interview.
Oral consent was obtained from each interviewes the start ofinterviews. Interviewees were also given the
option = both before and at the end of the interview to choose not to have their names included in the
report. No incentives or monetay compensation were provided to interviewees in exchange for thei
accounts. Individuals were told that they could end the interview at any time and that they could choose
whetherto answer any specific question.

Some of the villages or hamlets referenced in this report do not appear on any publicly available map. The
locations of these villages were determined by interviewing residents or former residents of the villages who
described the geography of the village and the surrounding ar@aenough detail to allonAmnesty

International to identify the village in Igh resolution satellite imagery.

Odnokd-r "~ fdr hm sgd qdongs ~gqd a rdc nm hmengl shnm oqgn
approximations.

On 11 July 2018, Amnesty International filed a Freedom of Information Act Request with US Africa

Commar " mc TR @hqg Engbdr hm Dtgnod % @hqg Engbdr @eqhb’™ +
lessons learned, strike logs, mission summaries, white papers, research reports, and other documents

related to air strikes accomplished in Somaliabetwee 0 | " m 06 “mc 0O Itk O07-" Nsgdqg sg

3 The Digital Verification Corps is a network of volunteers trained in discovering and verifying auiioal content sourced

from social media. Established in 2016 with volunteers based at three universities (University of California, Berkeley

(USA), Pretoria (South Africa) and Essex (UK)), the network has grown to include Toronto (Canada), Cambridge (UK) an

Hong Kong University. After the initial verification work by the trained volunteers, Amnesty International staff experts make

sgd ehm k cdsdgl hm shnm ne vgdsgdg sgd chfhs >k bnmsdms hr rteeh
investigatons.
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acknowledgement of receipt, Amnesty International banot, at time of printing, receiveda substantive reply
to this request.

On 15 February 2019, Amnesty International formally requested an official response, frofRACOM, to the

allegations in this report. Ori2 March 2019, AFRICOMprovided a formal response to some of Amnesty

Hms d g m™ s h n mOrkl3 March 20d8; asCrold spokesperson provided an email response to some of

the questions that Amnesty Internatiorlgut to AFRICOM Relevant portions of @l mdr s x Hmsdgm > shnm™ k-r
gdpt dr s °~ mcres@aséhd® Nelerr imcluded in the report

On 7 March 2019, Amnesty International formally requested an official response, fraime Government of
Somalig to the allegatims in this report At the time of printing, the government had not replied.
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3. BACKGROUND

3.1BACKGROUND ONAOMALI

A former Italian colony and British protectorate, thEederalRepublic of Somalia was formed in 1960 and
lies on the eastern horn of Africasharing borders with Kenya, Ethiopia and Djiboutsomalia is currently
composedof five Federal Member States: Jubaland,South West; Galmudug? Hirshabell€ and Puntland8
Puntland, in north eastern Somalia, declared itself a serautonomous state in1998, but recognizes its
status as a constituent part of Somalia. Somaliland, an area in nostlestern Somalia, declared
independence from Somalia in 1991; however, its independence has not been formally recognized by any
country?

The Lower Shabelleegion, the focus of this report,forms part of the South West state. It sits to the west,
southwest and northwest of the capital, Mogadishu, and lome to aroundone million people® most of
whom live in rural areas.The region is home to many nomadic and sermomadic people, as well as many
who are sedentary. Much of the populatiofives on the banks of the ShabelleRiver, which serves as an
important source of livelihood, providing water for livestock and the irrigation of farnhdore than 100,000
people arecurrently internally displaced in the region due to drought, flooding and confli€t.

Lower Shabelle is the gateway to Mogadishu and is a very fertile region making it one of the rstoategic
regions in Somalia. Bice the collapse of the Somali governnmt in 1991, the region has been characterized
by inter-clan conflict over land ownership and political power. Since 2012, AMISOM alongside Somali
government forces have taken over key towns from-8habaab which had controlled the region since 2008.
Due tothese shifting political dynamics and the introduction dhe federal system in Somalia in 2012,
powerful clan militiss started fighting to control the region and its resourcetheir alliances shifting frequently
between the government and AShabaabdepending on whocontrolled their territory and whahey thought
would advance their interest at a given time Somali government forcesAMISOMand AlShabaab have
thereforealsoall fought against clan militiasvhich they had previously supportedAl-Shabaa fighters

4 This includes Gedo, Middleluba and Lower Juba regions.

5 This includes Lower Shabelle, Bay, and Bakool regions.

6 This includesGalgadud and the southern part of Mudug regions.

7 Hiraan and Middle Shabelle regions.

8 The status of the Banadir reginal administration within the federal system in which Mogadishu is located has not been

cdsdqgl hmdc xds- Rdd TM Rdbt gdmdBntkmmhhmk Rn®Qdkdngs mMRe 19 Pd . BdiiDgd st°
o q - 6- @mc ®Qd-Gengaon®e “skghd +Rd bRy dls/'Ogrx. 300+ 1 L' x 1/07+ o q  7-
9 The EconomistWhy Somaliland is not a recognized stat&, November 2015, https://www.economist.om/the-
economistexplains/2015/11/01/whysomalilandis-not-a-recognisedstate

10 As of 2014. See: UN Population FundPopulation Estimation Survey 2014Qctober 2014, p.31,
https://somalia.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pubdf/PopulationEstimationr Surveyof-SomaliaPESS2013-2014. pdf

11 As of July 2018. See: UN Office of the Coordinator of Humanitarian Assistan2618 Humanitarian Response Plant

Revised, Julyt December 2018, July 2018,
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Somalia%20R&d%620HRP%20July%202018FINAL.pdf
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- - 2 :
Women, walking with what possessions they can carry, arrive in a steady trickle at an IDP camp erected next to an AMISOtdrnnidase
near the town of Jowhar, Middlehabelle, Somalia, on November 12. © AU UN IST PHOTO / TOBIN JONES
currently control many villages in this region. The United States has been conducting military operations,
including ground raids and airstrikes, against AtShabab fighters in the regiort?

Decades of violence, coupled with drought, poor governance and difficultiascessing humanitarian aid has
left Somaliasufferingn md ne sgd vngkc-r vngrs gt Arounthasnilignh ™ m
people are estimated to have fled the country, as a result of drought, flooding and conflieind over 2.6
million peoplein Somalia are currently internally displaced. According to the Protection and Return
Monitoring Network- a UN High Commissioner forRefugeesled project implemented in partnership with the
Norwegian Refugee Council which reports on displacements and peotion risks and incidents underlying
such movements- the number of civilians who fled theihomes due to conflict and insecurity in Somalia
increased to 320,000 in 2018, up 50 per cent from 2017. Lower Shabelle is the region thaasyimost heavily
impacted by displacementin 2017 and 2018.'> Many of those Amnesty International interviewed for this
report had been displaced, sometimes multiple timeslue to interclan violence, armed clashes between the
government and AlShabaab, or by US air strikes and o#ir military operations. Internally displaced persons
(IDPs) are at heightened risk of exploitation and abusicluding sexual violenceand forced evictions'®
Women and children in the IDP camps are particularly vulnerable to abuse.

2 For more information on the Lower Shabelle dynamics see: International Crisis Grdspmalia: Why is ABhabaab Still
A Potent Threat?11 February 2016, https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horafrica/somalia/somaliavhy-al-shabaab still-
potentthreat and, Human Rights Watch:Somalia: AlShabab Forces Burn Village26 July 2017,
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/07/26/somali@al-shabab-forces-burn-villages

13 United Nations High Commissioner forRefugees (UNHCR) Somalia Factsheet 2018,June 2018,
http://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/filesslUNHCR%20Somalia%20Fact%20Sheet%2620June%202018.pdf

14 This is the estimation as per 2018. See: UNHCR;CCM Cluster Somlia Overview31 March 2018,
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/cccm_somalia

15 NRC, 320,000 Somalis fled conflict and insecurity in 201828 February 2019, https:/www.nrc.no/somalifled-2018-
pressrelease

16 Danish Immigration ServiceSouth and Central Somalia: Security situation,-8habab presence, and Target Groups,
March 2017, p.10, https://www.nyidanmark.dk/NR/rdonlyres/57D4CD9697D-4003-A42A
C119BE069792/0/South_and Central_Somalia_Report March_2017.pdf
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3.2A HISTORY OF CONNLSOMALIA

Followirg independence, Somalia enjoyed multiparty democracy for nearly 10 years. Butli969 the then-
PresidentAbdirashid Ali Srarmarke was assassinated and thgovernmentoverthrown?!” Major General
Mohamed Siad Barre assumed power in theoup and ruled Somalia for over 20 year$ His presidency
became increasingly repressive, characterized lwidespread detention, torture and execution of
government critics, andthe extrajudicial execution of thousands of civilianéncluding on the basisof clan
membership.®

Thebnkk>ord ne Rh > c A" qqd- the breakddwa of thd Somalitaepldnd&itly g " r s d mdc

the country into civil war and prolonged conflict® Heavy fighting engulfed Mogadishand thousands of

people were killedas rivalwarlordse nt f gs enqg onvdg e nk®Adrdughfinl1®B,the A gqggd-r ¢
effects of which were exacerbated by conflictaused widespread famine which left millions gieople on the

verge ofstarvation and malnutritior?? By the end of 1992 an estimagd 300,000 people had died from the

intersecting drought and conflict, and a further estimated two million had been forced to flee their honés.

Joint UN-US forces were deployed to Somalia in December 1992. Despite mediation attempts, no peace
deal wasreached, and violence continued throughout the 19908*

While peace has largely returned to Somalia's capital of Mogadishu, journalists working in the city ksritiribeit@fiore tbugeois
the new® AUUN IST PHOTBINTIDNES.

7 Harun Maruf and Dan dseph, Inside AtShabaab: The Secret Historyof & dc * - r Lnr s/ Indlamar d get k @k k x
University Press, 2018, p.9.

18 Harun Maruf and Dan Joseph/nside AtShabaab: The Secret Historyof &~ dc ~ - r Lnr s/Indlamar dqget k @k k x
University Press, 2018, pp.917.

19 Amnesty International,Somalia: Building human rights in the disintegrated stateA( Index: AFR 52/03/95), November

1995, p.5, https://www.amnesty.org/download/Docunmts/196000/afr520011992en.pdf

20 Harun Maruf and Dan Josephlnside AtShabaab: The Secret Historyof &~ dc ™ - r Lnr s/ Indlamas dget k @k k x
University Press, 2018, p.17.

2! See Lidwein KaptiejnsClan Cleansing in Somalia: The Ruinous LegacyXf91, University of Pennsylvania Press,

2013.

22 United Nations Department of Public Informationnited Nations Operation in Somalia 1,997,
http://www.un.org/Depts/DPKO/Missions/unosomi.htm

23 United Nations Department of Public InformationUnited Nations Operation in Somalia 1997,
http://www.un.org/Depts/DPKO/Missions/unosomi.htm

24 Mark Bradbury and Sally HealyEndless War: a bief history of the Somalia conflictAccord, Issue 21, pp.1611:
https://www.cr.org/downloads/21_Somalia.pdf
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In June 2006, the Islamic Courts Union (ICU}x an alliance of Shai b nt gsr enql dc sn ehfgs Rnl
appointed Transitional Federal Government (TF&)gained control of Mogadishu and other parts of south

central Somalia2® Ethiopia, assesing a security threat, entered Somalim early December 2006at the

request of the TF@ and drove the ICU from MogadishuFor several months following the Ethiopian

intervention, intense fighting between the Ethiopiaiorces, the TFG and the various faiins of the ICU

continued. The ICU, undefeated, was dispersed throughout south and central Somalia, and continued

attacks on Ethiopian forces. It was out of this intense resistance to the Ethiopian intervention theB#dbaab

emerged?’

3.3ALSHABAAB

Al-Shabaabis an offshoot of thelCU and, since 2012,AI-P "~ - hc ™ - r ~ e e hXlhwasfamedim D  r s @eqghb
early 2006 as a resistance group of approximately 400 fighters against Mogadishu warlofti@etween 2006

and 2008, thanks largely to popular supportdr its war agairst the Ethiopian military® and a protracted

period of poor governance and lalessness throughout the country? its ranks increased to several thousand

fighters®? In February 2008, the US State Department designated-8habaab a Foreign Teaorist

Organizations®

By mid-2008, Al-Shabaabhad taken control of Mogadishu and the strategisouthern port city of Kismayo
facilitating an increaseéns g d f cevebhues-including from the export of charcoaf* In 2012, they were
ousted from allSomah ~ major cities by AMISONP and other allied forces®® Today AtShabaabstill controls
or contestslarge swathesof south-central Somalig including strategic towns in Lower Shabellé&” The
incidents detailed in this report all took place irAl-Shabaabcontrolled territory in the Lower Shabelle region.
At present, the group is estimated to include thousands of armed fighters, though precise figures are not
known 38

25 See Stanford UniversityMapping Militant Organizationg Islamic Courts Union,March 2016,
http://web.stanford.edu/group/mappingmilitants/cebin/groups/view/107and; Council on Foreign RelationsAl-Shabab, 31
January 2019, https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/athabab

26 Council on Foreign RelationsAl-Shabab,31 January 2019, https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/ashababand; Centre for
Strategic and International StudiesAl-Shabaab,July 2011, https://csisprod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs

public/legacy files/files/publication/110715_Wise AlShabaab AQAM%20Futures%20Case%20Study WEB.pdf

27 Centre for Strategic and International Studieg\-Shabaab,July 2011, https://csis-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs
public/legacy_files/files/publication/110715_Wise AlShabaab_AQAM%20Futures%20Case%20Study WE Bupdif
Council on Foreign RelationsAl-Shabab, 31 January 2019, https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/ashabab 2 and; Tony Blair
Institute for Global ChangeWhat is AIShabaab?19 October 2017, https://institute.global/insight/ceexistence/whatal-
shabaaband; Human Rights WatchHarsh War, Harsh Peace: Abuses by -@habab, the Transitional Federal
Government, and AMISOM in Somali@010, https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/somalia0410webwcover_0.pdf
and International Crisis GroupAl-Shabaab Five Years after Westgate: Still a Menace in East Afra September 2018,
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horafrica/kenya/265al-shabaabfive-yearsafterwestgatestil-menace-eastafrica

28 Al-Shabaab formally declared its allegiancetod@® * - hc® hm 1/ 01 sgntfg sgdx g ¢ shdr oqhngq
29 Centre for Strategic and International Studieg\-Shabaab,July 2011, p.3, https://csis-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs
public/legacy_files/files/publication/110715_Wise AlShabaab_AQAM%20Futures%20Case%20Study WEB.pdf

30 Harun Maruf and Dan Josephlnside AtShabaab:The Secret Historyof AP~ dc ™ - r Lnr s indlamas dget k @k k x
University Press, 2018, pp. 2#45.

31 Centre for Strategic and International Studieg\-Shabaab,July 2011, https://csis-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs
public/legacy_files/files/publication/110715 Wise_AlShabaab_AQAM%20Futures%20Case%20Study WEB.pdf

32 Council on Foreign RelationsAl-Shabab, 31 January 2019, https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/athabab

33 US State DepartmentPesignation of AlShabaab as a Foreign Terrorist Organisatio26 February 2008,
https://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/other/des/102446.htm

34 Counter Extremism ProjectAl-Shabab, https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/adhabab

35 AMISOM is a UNmandated peace enforcement mission operated by the African Union in Somalia. Sk#p://amisom-
au.org/amisommandate/

36 See Paul WilliamsFighting for Peace in Somalia: A History and Analysis of thdrican Union Mission (AMISOM), 2007
+ 2017, Oxford University Press, 2018, chapters 5 and 6.

37 Critical Threats,Al Shabaab Area of Operations: October 2018,0October 2018,
https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis//habaabarea-of-operationsoctober2018

38 European Asylum Support OfficeEASO Country of Origin Information Report Somalia Security situatioecember
2017, p.30, https://www.easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/esdbmaliadec2017Ir.pdf
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The group imposesastriccud gr hnm ne Rg ™ gh- " k. {trulesrhe dvijah papulatiomc d g hsr
with violent repressiorand regularlycommits serious human rightsabuses and violations of international

humanitarian law?*® The group has also been accused of using human shields and preventing humanitarian

aid from entering its territoy. Lower Shabelle and the villages that line the Shabelle River serve as a

breadbasket forAl-Shabaab r e hf g s d g r zakat' rtéxes gfrdm locdl fasngrs vehs largely belong

to economically weak and politically marginalized clarfs.

Following airand ground attacksAl-Shabaab seeks retribution arresting local people whom they accuse of
spying and helping to directattacksto them. In 2014, Al-Shabaab executed ten people on chrges of
working with the U\ or other foreign governmerg*? and in Octobe 2018, Al-Shabaab executed five men
they accused of spying. The group said three of the men spied for the United States and helped guide
drones to carry out strikes in Smalia.*®

AlFR g * a " arneed attacks in Somalia haveegularly targetedcivilians and dvilian structures?# including in
indiscriminate attacks, andthrough the summary killingof individuals perceived to have links with the
government as well as journalist$® The groupforcefully recruits children as soldiers®® and carries outrape
and other forms oftorture and other serious human rights abuses” It also regularly targetgovernment and
AMISOM forcesrelying on suicide bombs, improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and assassinatitins.

Since 2011, there has been an increase in AR g = a  attacks on locations frequented by civilians
including hotels and restaurants in Mogadishu and other cities inside and outside of Somadiiacks that
have left thousands of civilians dead and woundetl.On 28 February 2019, AlShabaab carried out a
complex attack that lasted for 24 hours outside hotels and restaurants along MakkaMiikarama road, one
of the busiest streets in Mogadishukilling at least 25 peopleincluding children, and injuring 131 more3®

39 Council on Foreign Relationsil-Shabab, 31 January 2019, https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/athabab

40 Human Rights Watch,Harsh War, Harsh Peace: Abuses by /A8habaab, the Transitional Federal Government and
AMISOM in Somalial9 April 2010, https://www.hrw.org/report/2010/04/19/harstwar-harsh-peace/abusesal-shabaab
transitionatfederalgovernmentand-amisom

41 These include the Garre, Begedi, Jare&iayn, and Biimaal clans.

42 Harun Maruf and Dan Joseph]nside AtShabaab: The Secret Historyof &~ dc ~ - r Lnr s/ Indlamas dget k @k k x
University Press, 2018, p.228.

43 Reuters Somalia's al Shabaab executes five men accused of spyjri@ October 2018,
https://www.reuters.com/article/usomaliasecurity/somaliasal-shabaabexecutesfive-men-accused-of-spying
idUSKCNIMKOGZ and; BBC, Somalia's alShabab says it has killed British spyl0 October 2018,
https://www.bbc.com/news/worleafrica-45809289; In early 2019, there were media reports suggesting that-Shabab
arrested students and teachers in Buale town for spying for the United States agencies, see Mar&egnali Islamists
Detain School Children For Spying January 2019, https://mareeg.com/somalislamistsdetain-schoolchildren-for-
spying-2

44 Countea Extremism Project Al-Shabab, https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/adhabab

4 OHCHR,Protection of Civilians: Building the Foundation for Peace, Security and Human Rights in Somddecember
2017, p.21, https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/SO/ReportProtectionofCivilians. pdf

46 See: Human Rights WatchSomalia: AlShabab Demanding Children14 January 2018,
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/01/14/somalial-shabab-demanding-children and; Human Rights WatchNo Place for
Children: Child Recruitment, Forced Matage, and Attacks on Schools in Somali@0 February 2012,
https://www.hrw.org/report/2012/02/20/neplace-children/child-recruitment-forced-marriage-and-attacks-schools
somalia#2fe00

47 Human Rights Watch,Harsh War, Harsh Peace: Abuses by /Ahabaab, the Transitional Federal Government and
AMISOM in Somalial9 April 2010, https://www.hrw.org/report/2010/04/19/harstwar-harsh-peace/abusesal-shabaab
transitionalfederalgovernmentand-amisom

48 OHCHR,Protection of Civilians: Bilding the Foundation for Peace, Security and Human Rights in Somallaecember
2017, p.18, https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/SO/ReportProtectionofCiviligdé

49 See Office of the Special Representative of the Secret@gneral on Sexual Violence in ConflicRomalig
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/countries/somaltia&ig Jarle HansenAl-Shabaab in Somalia: The History and
Ideology of a Militant Islamist GroupOxford University Press, 2016Harun Maruf and Dan Joseph)nside AlShabaab:
The Secret Historyof AP~ d ¢ * - r L nr s, IndlamasUhigeesity Pres@R0k8x

50VVOA NewsBody of Infant Recovered After Deadly Somalia Attgck March 2019, https://www.voanews.com/a/bodpf-
infant-recovered3-days-after-deadly-somaliaattack/4811448.htm
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In January 2016,Al-Shabaabattackedapopulardr s 't g " ms hm Lnf > chrgt-r Khcn ad bg
people were killed, and dozens injured, including women and childre.

In the past few yearsAl-Shabaabhas alsocarried outseveralhigh-profile attacks in neighbouring Kenya,

often justifiedby the group as a response to the Kenyan military offensive againssince 2011. On 21

September 2013,Al-Shabaabattacked Westgate Mall, a popular upscale shoppingceptnJ d mx ~ - r b~ ohs  k +
Nairobi, killing at least 67 people and injuring many other®. Similaly, on 2 April 2015, the groupattacked

Garissa University College, killing at least 147 people and injuring close to 100. On 15 January 2019 armed

men stormed the DusitD2 hotel in Nairoband killed at least 21 people. Al-Shabaab claimed responsibility

for the attack®®

Despite increased militaryoperations by Somali and allied forces in recent years, including a significant

uptick in air strikes byUS forces since June 2017AFRg "' a” “a-r ~ahkhsx sn bnmctbs "~ ss’
undiminished, accordingto the UN Panel of Experts on Somali@. On 14 October 2017 nearly 600 peopfé

were killed and more than 300 injured when aehicle-borne improvised explosive device (VBIED) detonated

at the Zoobe junction inMogadishu Sghr v r sgd vndambevwrandBhkbt kkhkdifsr sqgtdbgkhdrs
singleattack to date Although widely assumed to have been carried out kAl-Shabaah the group has rot

claimed responsibility forit.5

34INTERNATIONAL REGPOMS019

In April 1992, in response toescalatingviolence following the downfall of Siad Barre, the UN Security

Council establisted the United Nations Operation in Somalia (UNOSOMjd sent military observers to the

country 5’ Following a further deterioration in the situatigrthe US deployed 30,000troop eng =-Nodg shnm
Qdrsngd Gnod- h%butGhdyonerk withdgawrdli&ld Mote than a year later, after 18 US

soldiers andhundreds of Somalis were killed in a fierce battle The Battle of Mogadishu- in October

1993.5° In 1995, UN peacekeeping foces also withdrew®

In early 2007,the UN Security Council authorized the African UniofAU) to lead anew peace enforcement
mission, AMISOM®! Themissionr r o qhl ~ gux rl "stmc "'osqdn s dbs sgd bnt msgx-r sgdm
government which had been formed in2004. Uganda was the first nation to send forces into Somalia under

51 The Independent,Mogadishu attack: 20 killed as ABhabaab gunmen stam Somalia beachfront restaurant22 January
2016, https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/mogadiskattack-gunmen-attack-lido-beach-restaurant
a6826321.html

52 The Guardian Terror in Nairobi: the full story behindaRg ® a™ *~ a- r , 4 October 2018,s ~ b j
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/oct/04/westgateall-attackskenya

53 BBC, Kenya attack: 21 confirmed deadn DusitD2 hotel siege16 January 2019, https://www.bbc.com/news/worlel
africa-46888682

54 UN Panel of Experts on Somalia, UN Doc: S/2018/1002, Somatigport of the Monitoring Group on Somaliand Eritrea
submitted in accordance with resolution 2385, 9 November 201&ttp://undocs.org/S/2018/1002

5 UN Panel of Experts on Somalia, UN Doc: S/2018/1002, Somatigport of the Monitoring Group on Somaliand Eritrea
submitted in accordance with resolution 2385, 9 November 201&ttp://undocs.org/S/2018/1002 See also: Human
Rights Watch, Somalia bombing takes ghastly civilian tdittps://www.hrw.org/news/207/10/15/somaliabombing-takes
ghastly-civilian-toll

56 UN Panel of Experts on Somalia, UN Doc: S/2018/1002, Somatigport of the Monitoring Group on Somalia and Eritrea
submitted in accordance with resolution 2385, 9 November 201&ttp://undocs.org/S/2018/1002

57 United Nations PeacekeepingSomalia UNOSOM # Background,
https://peacekeeping.un.org/mission/past/unosomlback® html#three

58 For a list of troopcontributing countries, see: United Nations Department of Public Informatiobnited Nations
Operation in Somalia 11997, http://www.un.org/Depts/DPKO/isions/unosomi.htm

59 Mark Bowden,Black Hawk Down: A Story of Modern WaAtlantic Monthly Press, 1999.

60 BBC, Black Hawk Down: The Somali battle that changed US policy in AfricaFebruary 2017,
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/magazin88808175/black-hawk-down-the-somali-battle-that-changed-us-policy-in-africa

61 AMISOM divides the country into sectors and assigns responfitigifor each to individual countries. Sector 2, consisting
of Lower and Middle Juba, is run by Kenya. Ethiopia is responsible for Sector 3, the Bay, Gedo, and Bakool regions. In the
Lower Shabelle region and Mogadishu, Sector 1, Ugandan (and occasion&lyrundian) soldiers take the lead in AMISOM
operations, and coordinate with US forces, who returned its military to the country in 20@&e: http://amisom
au.org/amisombackground/
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AMISOM, andhasthe e n q lamjestrcontingentwith over 6,200troops & Other forces come from Burundi,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Djibouti, and Sierra Leorfé

The international community has suported a number of efforts to install functioning governments in Somalia
in the last decade®* Al-Shabaabproved to be the biggest security challenge preventing the authorities from
returning the country to stability. While AMISOM forces are still presentSomalia andunilateral andUS-
supported Somali militaryactions againstAl-Shabaabhave increased in the past few yearg\l-Shabaabstill
maintains control over largareas ofsouth-central Somalia.

In February 2017, the current president of thé=ederal Government of Somalia Mohamed Abdullahi

Lng Il dc+ onotk gkx jmnvm “r ®E ql "in+ v r dkdbsdc ' mc
operations against ABhabaab, declaring the country to be in a state of war with the armed groffoT his

camejustdayss esdq qgqdongsr dl dq fisbungof &dirétiyedeshyrathgEarts®igSorhabia- r

"m ® gd° ne "~ bshud gnrshkhshdr ™ -

Military operations by Somali government, allied militia and foreign troops including AMISOM and the US
military against AIShabaab, continue to have a devastating effect on civilians. All parties to the conflict have
violated international human rights and humanitarian laf.Civilians have been killed indiscriminately by
Somali and allied forces during clashes with Ahabaab, aswell as in the crossfire of interclan violence
which continues across the country’

Women carry water as Ugandan soldiers patrol the road leading into Qoryooley, Lower Shabelle,
Somalia, April 29, 2014. The AMISOM forces use foot soldiers to search fadgrevent improvised
explosive devices (IEDs) from being placed along the roads.

62 AMISOM,Uganda+ UPDF, http://amisom-au.org/ugandaupdf/

63 International Peace InstituteThe Surge to Stabilize: Lessons for the UN from the AU's Experience in Somailay
2016, https://www.ipinst.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016/05/IPRpt-Surgeto-Stabilize. pdf

64 This refers to the creation of the TFG in 2004, the federal government of Somalia that was created in 2012 and
curd ms kx gd > cdc ax ogdrhcdms Lng |l dc @actkk> gh Lng Il dc '"=-E gl i
also supported the formation of the current federal state$he EU supports Somalia on a wide range of issues including
security, development ad humanitarian aid. See: European External Action Servidaternational community strengthens
support for Somalia's plans for stability and developmerity July 2018,
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/somalia/48542/internatioredmmunity-strengthenssupport-somaliasplans-stability-
and-development en

65 BBC, Al-Shabab fighters offered amnesty as new Somakesident declares war6 April 2017,
https://www.bbc.com/news/worlehfrica-39513909

66 For a detailed description of the prolonged conflict in Somalia and violations of international hunngits and
humanitarian law by all parties, see Human Rights Watchlarsh War, Harsh Peace: Abuses by /A8habaab, the
Transitional Federal Government and AMISOM in Somalkspril 19 2010, https://www.hrw.org/report/2010/04/19/harsh
war-harsh-peace/abusesal-shabaabtransitionatfederatgovernmentand-amisom

87 First Post,Somalia violence: 50 killed, over 100 injured in ter-clan clashes over land disputes25 October 2018,
https://www.firdpost.com/world/somaliaviolence 50-killed-over100-injured-in-inter-clan-clashesoverland-disputes-govt
urges-both-sidesto-pursue-dialogue 5442011.html
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4. THE US MILITARY IN
SOMALIA

Hm Cdbdladg 0881+ sgd TR | hkhs> gx hmsdgqudmdc hm Rnl  kh"”
Gnod~ "rdd A" bj f gn tOoctabernddd afternhmBaitleaf Magddishu ghohinfamous
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from the country®®

In 2002%° or 2003,7° PresidentGeorgeW. Bush, acting under the Authorizatiorfor Use of Military Force

(AUMF) + the legal authority granted to him by Congress in the aftermath of the 11 September 2001 attacks

in the USA allowing him to use force against the perpetrators of the attacksent US government forces

back to Somalia’* These covert operatives US Special Forces and éntral Intelligence Agency (CIA)

officers+ 72 were tasked with capturing or killing membersof %~ - hc> hm D rs @eqhb ™+ hmbktc
believed to be responsible for the 1998 bombings of US embassies inf§@ and Tanzanida®Sgd BH@- r

strategy relied heavily on cooperation with local warlords who were financially and militarily supported in

exchange for locating and capturing suspected & ~ - h ¢~  |"*dthesedayert-operations went largely

unnoticed until the ICU took control of Mogadishu (see Background section abové&)ln January 2007, the

Bush Administration carried out its first air strike against suspected-RI" - hc™ ehf gsdgr hm Rnl  kh" -
was conducted by an A€130 gunship.’

68 See Harun Maruf and Dan Josephinside AFShabaab: The Secret History of & dc * - r L n Allg, Inddamar d g e t k

University Press, 2018, p.29.

69 See Harun Maruf and Dan Josephinside AlShabaab: The Secret Historyof & dc ™ - r Lnr s Indlamar dget k @k k x +
University Press, 2018, p.29.

70 Wired, Empty Threat of Drones Saved the CIA in Somali&y November 2011 https://www.wired.com/2011/11/us

somaliacia/

7 Wired, Empty Threat of Drones Saved the CIA in Somalie November 2011 https://www.wired.com/2011/11/us

somaliacia/

72 Wired, Empty Threat of Drones Saved the CIA in Somallsy November 2011 https://www.wired.com/2011/11/us

somaliacia/

73 See Harun Maruf and Dan dseph, Inside AFShabaab: The Secret Historyof & dc ~ - r Lnr s Indlamar d get k @k k x
University Press, 2018, p.30, and; Paul Williamgighting for Peace in Somalia: A History and Analysis of the African

Union Mission (AMISOM), 2007 2017, Oxford univerdy Press, 2018, p.30

74 See Harun Maruf and Dan Joseph, Inside Abhabaab:The Secret HistoryoAFP * d ¢~ - r Lnrs Onvdget k @kkx+
University Press2018, chapter 2

s Reliefweb,US Funding Somali Warlords Intelligence Experts Says June 2006 https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/us
funding-somaliwarlordsintelligence-expertssay, New York Times Efforts by C.I.A. Fail in Somalia, Officials Charg&

June 2006. https://www.nytimes.com/2006/06/08/world/africa/08intel.html

76 CBS News,U.S. Strikes in Somalia Reportedly Kill 3B January 2007 https://www.cbsnews.conmews/usstrikes-in-

somaliareportedlykill-31/
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Creech Airé®Base, Nevada Reaper drone aircraft cotodaridiuring a training program to bring more pilots online for an expanded use of drones in the
skies over Iraq and Afgharastaull as for missions elsewhere around@hRislotldomis/Logeles Times via Getges

According to The Bureau of Investigative Journalisra,media organizatiorwhich tracks and compiles strike

data, the US carried out nine air strikes in Somalia between 2001 and 20¥0The first acknowledged drone

attack was onducted in 2011.78 By then, the organizers of the 1998 embassy bombings had been killed,

and there were few highranking foreignAI-P * - hc ™ nodq " s hu d®howkvdrettere vasAls gd bnt ms qx:
Rg - a”“a+ vghbg v 'r adkhduvhedt«kms hd "sdl kikhmjdhb kvigsdg &k -P" - tkdd
group in 20128 In October 2013, PresidenBarack Obama also dispatched the first official deployment of

US forces in the country since 1993, which consisted of advisors charged with supporting the Somali

Nationd Army (SNA)® Between 2014 and 2016, as AlShabaab scored a number of battlefield successes

including by overrunning posts of AU soldier® American airpower and special operations troops were

increasingly used to support AMISOM an8NA forces on the graind.8* The US military reportedly

conducted six air strikes between 2012 and 201411 in 2015; and 14 in 2016.8°

77 The Bureau of Investigative Journalism data is derived from open sources, predominantly from media reporting but also
through direct email communication with AFRICOM.

78 Greg Jaffe and Karen DeYound).S. Drone Targets Two Leaders of Somali Group Allied WithQdeda,29 June 2011,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/nationakcurity/usdronestargettwo-leadersof-somaligroup-allied-with-al-
gaeda/2011/06/29/AGIFxZrH_story.html?utm_term=.b369e043dff9

7 ABC News,Exclusive: US Launches Military Strike in SonmlAgainst all Qaeda Target,4 September 2009,
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/udorces-somaliakill-salehali-nabhan-commando/story?id=856961%nd; New York
Times, Mastermind of 2 U.S. Embassy Bombings is Killed in Somalial June 2011,
https://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/12/world/africa/12somalia.html?_r=1&hp

80 Paul D. Williams Fight for Peace in Somalia: A History and Analysis of the African Union Mission (AMISOM), 2607
2017, Oxford University Press, 2018, p. 44.

81 Council on Foreign RelationsAl-Shabab, 31 January 2019, https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/athabab

82 Harun Maruf and Dan Joseph)nside AtShabaab: The Secret Historyof &~ dc ~ - r Lnr s Indlamas dget k @k k x
University Press, 2018, p.274

83 Washington PostThree Things We Learned FrorK * r sV dStigbaal Att@k in Somalial9 January 2016.
https://www.washingtonpostom/news/monkeycage/wp/2016/01/19/threethings-we-learned-from-lastweeksal-
shabaabattack-in-somalia/?utm_term=.afba5d7448bb

8 New York Times|n Somalia, U.S. Escalates a Shadow Wadi6 October 2016,
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/16/world/africa/obamaomaliasecretwar.html; also cite Obama letter to the Housefo
Representative: https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/thpress-office/2016/06/13/letterpresidentwar-powers
resolution

8The Bureau of Investigative Journalisn§omalia,https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/projects/drongar/somalia
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